
  

 

Third Sunday after Epiphany
January 26, 2025 

11:00 am 

God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention. People weep. 
People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is another reflection of God’s 
glory. Most gloriously, the promises of God are fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. Gather 
round. Listen up. Glimpse the glory of God. 
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Order of Worship 
# = Hymn Number,   pp. = Page in front part of  “Evangelical Lutheran Worship” (ELW) 

or “All Creation Sings” (ACS) 
  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
GATHERING SONG 
“Praise is What I Do” ........................................................ William Murphy 
Praise is what I do 
When I want to be close to You 
I lift my hands in praise 
Praise is who I am 
I will praise Him while I can 
I'll bless Him at all times 
 
And I vow to praise You 
Through the good and the bad 
I'll praise You 
Whether happy or sad 
I'll praise You in all that I go through 
Because praise is what I do 
Cause I owe it all to You 
  
Praise is what I do 
Even when I'm going through 
I've learned to worship You 
Though my circumstance 
Doesn't even stand a chance 
My praise outweighs the bad 
      
And I vow to praise You 
Through the good and the bad 
I'll praise You 
Whether happy or sad 
I'll praise You in all that I go through 
Because praise is what I do 
Cause I owe it all to You 

CCLI Song # 3397815 | William Murphy III | © 2001 Lilly Mack Music; M3M Music | For use solely with the 
SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com |CCLI License # 617272 
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(stand)  THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 

C Amen. 
 
P Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 

into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk 
in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. (Romans 6:3-5) 

 
P We give you thanks, holy and gracious God, 

for you created the waters of the earth: 
wide oceans, rushing streams, clear lakes, mighty rivers. 
You led your people through the sea and called them to life in covenant with you. 
Your Son was baptized in the river Jordan to begin his mission among us.  
You pour out your Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth. 
Through this water remind us of the gift of baptism. 
Renew us in your promise so that we may serve this world in all its need; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, 

who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit 
and forgives us all our sins, 
strengthen us in all goodness 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep us in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
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(stand)    OPENING SONG 
“Holy, Holy, Holy” ...................................................................... Gary Oliver  

 Holy holy holy 
 Holy holy holy 
 Holy is the Lord God Almighty 
 Worthy to receive glory 
 Worthy to receive honor 
 Worthy to receive all our praise today 
  
 Praise Him 
 Praise Him and lift Him up 
 Praise Him 
 Exalt His name forever 
  
 Holy holy holy 
 Holy holy holy 
 Holy is the Lord God Almighty 
 Worthy to receive glory 
 Worthy to receive honor 
 Worthy to receive all our praise today 
 
 Praise Him 
 Praise Him and lift Him up 
 Praise Him 
 Exalt His name forever 
 Praise Him 
 Praise Him and lift Him up 
 Praise Him 
 Exalt His name forever 
 Exalt His name forever 
 Exalt His name forever 
 
 Praise Him 
 Praise Him and lift Him up 
 Praise Him and lift Him up 
 Praise Him and lift Him up 

 CCLI Song # 565984 | Gary Oliver | © 1991 CMI-HP Publishing | For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All 
rights reserved. www.ccli.com | CCLI License # 617272 
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(stand) GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
(stand) PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray... 

Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the 
nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever 
hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
FIRST READING ..................................................... Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
The exiles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalem. Now Ezra, the priest, reads the law of Moses to 
them in the public square. When they hear it, they weep for their sins and for the long years in 
exile, but Ezra reminds them that “the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 
1 All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. 
They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had 
given to Israel. 2 Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both 
men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day 
of the seventh month. 3 He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from 
early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who 
could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 5 
And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all 
the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6 Then Ezra blessed the 
LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their 
hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the 
ground. 8 So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They 
gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 
  9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the 
Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your 
God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the 
law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send 
portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our 
LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 

A Word of God, word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

(stand) GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 “Stand in Awe of You”………………………………………………….Mark Altrogge  
 And I stand I stand in awe of You 
 I stand I stand in awe of You 
 Holy God to whom all praise is due 
 I stand in awe of You 

 CCLI Song # 23914 | Mark Altrogge | © 1987 Forever Grateful Music | For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All 
rights reserved. www.ccli.com | CCLI License # 617272 

 
stand) GOSPEL READING ................................................................... Luke 4:14-21 
P The holy gospel according to Luke. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth. In the words of 
Isaiah, he states and claims his identity, purpose, and mission. 
14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about 
him spread through all the surrounding country. 15 He began to teach in their 
synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
 
  16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll 
of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place 
where it was written: 
 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
  because he has anointed me 
   to bring good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovery of sight to the blind, 
   to let the oppressed go free, 
 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of 
all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them, “Today this 
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
(sit)  SERMON .......................................................................... Pastor Scott Sessler 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
“Mighty to Save” Ben Fielding | Reuben Morgan 

  Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain 
  Holy holy is He 
  Sing a new song to Him Who sits on 
  Heaven's mercy seat 
  
  Holy holy holy 
  Is the Lord God Almighty 
  Who was and is and is to come 
  With all creation I sing 
  Praise to the King of kings 
  You are my ev'rything 
  And I will adore You 
   
  Clothed in rainbows of living color 
  Flashes of lightning rolls of thunder 
  Blessing and honor strength and glory 
  And power be to You the only wise King 
 
  Holy holy holy 
  Is the Lord God Almighty 
  Who was and is and is to come 
  With all creation I sing 
  Praise to the King of kings 
  You are my ev'rything 
  And I will adore You 
 
  Filled with wonder awestruck wonder 
  At the mention of Your name 
  Jesus Your name is power breath and living water 
  Such a marv'lous mystery  
   
  Holy holy holy 
  Is the Lord God Almighty 
  Who was and is and is to come 
  With all creation I sing 
  Praise to the King of kings 
  You are my ev'rything 
  And I will adore You (REPEAT CHORUS) 

CCLI Song # 4447960 | Jennie Lee Riddle | © 2004 Gateway Create Publishing | For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms 
of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com | CCLI License # 617272 
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(stand) APOSTLES’ CREED 
P God has made us God’s people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust 

and hope, we confess our faith.  
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

      creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
(stand) THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
A With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, 

and all of creation. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

 Each petition will close with the words: “God of grace,” 
The response is “hear our prayer.” 

 
P We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise 

is revealed among the people. 
C Amen. 

 
PEACE 

P The peace of our Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
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(sit) THE OFFERING 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P Let us pray. God of grace, 
C your love reaches to the heavens, 

and your abundance to the depths of the seas. 
Bless what we offer to your service: 
our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. 
Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, 
now and always. 
Amen. 

 
(stand) GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. (sung) 
C Our Father, in heaven, 

hallowed be Your name, 
Your kingdom come, 
 Your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread; 
forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
  who sin against us; 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, 
 the power, and the glory, 
 Are Yours now and forever. 
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Continued on next page 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P The joy of the Lord is our strength. 

Come, eat this meal of gladness. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
(sit) COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS 

Communion will be distributed at the altar railing. The usher will indicate when each section of 
pews should come forward. Whether kneeling or standing, those wishing to receive anointing, 
cross your arms after reaching the rail. If you are not able or not comfortable coming to the altar, 
the pastor will bring the bread and wine to you at the pew. Gluten free wafers and grape juice 
are available. Simply request these from the pastor. 

 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 
“Lord I Need You” ...................................... Christy Nockels | Daniel Carson  
Lord I come I confess 
Bowing here I find my rest 
And without You I fall apart 
You're the one that guides my heart 
 
Lord I need You oh I need You 
Ev'ry hour I need You 
My one defense my righteousness 
Oh God how I need You 
 
Where sin runs deep Your grace is more 
Where grace is found is where You are 
And where You are Lord I am free 
Holiness is Christ in me 
Where You are Lord I am free 
Holiness is Christ in me 
 
So teach my song to rise to You 
When temptation comes my way 
And when I cannot stand I'll fall on You 
Jesus You're my hope and stay 
And when I cannot stand I'll fall on You 
Jesus You're my hope and stay 
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Lord I need You oh I need You 
Ev'ry hour I need You 
My one defense my righteousness 
Oh God how I need You 
My one defense my righteousness 
Oh God how I need You 

CCLI Song # 5925687 | Christy Nockels | Daniel Carson | Jesse Reeves | Kristian Stanfill | Matt Maher 
© 2011 sixsteps Music; Sweater Weather Music; Thankyou Music; Valley Of Songs Music; worshiptogether.com songs 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com | CCLI License # 617272 

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen! 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P Let us pray… 
Nourishing God, 
at this table you have refreshed us 
with holy gifts of food and drink. 
Strengthen us for service, 
and send us out to embody your good news 
of hope and healing for the sake of the world. 
In the name of Christ we pray. 

C Amen. 
 
BLESSING 

P The Spirit of the triune God 
☩ bless you with joy, 
anoint you with compassion, 
and send you in love. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN 
“House of the Lord”………………………………….Jonathan Smith | Phil Wickham  
We worship the God who was 
We worship the God who is 
We worship the God who evermore will be 
He opened the prison doors 
He parted the raging sea 
My God He holds the victory yeah 
 
There’s joy in the house of the Lord 
There’s joy in the house of the Lord today 
And we won’t be quiet 
We shout out Your praise 
There’s joy in the house of the Lord 
Our God is surely in this place 
And we won’t be quiet 
We shout out Your praise 
 
Oh oh oh 
We shout out Your praise 
 
We sing to the God who heals 
We sing to the God who saves 
We sing to the God who always makes a way 
'Cause He hung up on that cross 
Then He rose up from that grave 
My God’s still rolling stones away 
 
There’s joy in the house of the Lord 
There’s joy in the house of the Lord today 
And we won’t be quiet 
We shout out Your praise 
There’s joy in the house of the Lord 
Our God is surely in this place 
And we won’t be quiet 
We shout out Your praise 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on next page 
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We were the beggars 
Now we’re royalty 
We were the prisoners 
Now we’re running free 
We are forgiven accepted 
Redeemed by His grace 
Let the house of the Lord sing praise (REPEAT) 
 
There is joy in this house oh yeah 
There is joy there is joy 
And we won't be quiet 
We're gonna shout out Your praise 
 
We shout out Your praise 
There is joy in this house 
There is joy in this house today 
We shout out Your praise 
We shout out Your praise 

CCLI Song # 7168995 | Jonathan Smith | Phil Wickham | © 2020 Be Essential Songs; Cashagamble Jet Music; Phil 
Wickham Music; Simply Global Songs | For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 617272 

 
DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Live in hope. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
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